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Band Assembly Weekly Update: Week of October 5-9, 2020
Monday, October 5, 2020 & Tuesday, October 6, 2020:  Band Assembly Members attended a presentation the Executive Branch held presented by Mr. Jay Kanassatega.  Mr. Kanassatega presented on the foundation of the Mille Lacs Band’s three-branch system of government and the development of the Band’s legal codes. Throughout the presentation, Mr. Kanassatega offered analysis on various legal issues facing the Mille Lacs Band and identified Band legal codes that needed revision. Mr. Kanassatega also discussed federal laws that affect tribes, such as the Indian Reorganization Act and Public Law 280.     
Wednesday, October 7, 2020: Band Assembly occurred through conference call and Zoom.  

· Band Assembly approved the agenda.  
· Minutes: Items a-n taken from table and approved with corrections and additions.
Reports and Presentations: Mel Towle, Commissioner of Finance Re: Preliminary Financial Report.  
Unfinished Business:   
a) Band Assembly Bill 18-04-16-20: A Bill for Mille Lacs Corporate Ventures (“Corporate Ventures”), a corporate body politic of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe (“Band”), for the purpose of appropriating funds and authorizing expenditures to Corporate Ventures for its operations, and capital and economic development projects for the period beginning October 1, 2019 and ending September 30, 2020.
Sponsor: District I Representative 




Tabled 12/10/2019

b) Band Assembly Bill 18-04-17-20: A Bill for Mille Lacs Corporate Ventures (“Corporate Ventures”), a corporate body politic of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe (“Band”), for the purpose of appropriating funds and authorizing expenditures to Corporate Ventures for the operations, and capital and economic development projects of any current or future non-gaming business managed or operated directly or indirectly by Corporate Ventures (“Non-Gaming Businesses”) for the period beginning October 1, 2019 and ending September 30, 2020.
Sponsor: District II Representative




Tabled 12/10/2019

c)  Band Assembly Bill 18-04-18-20: A Bill for Mille Lacs Corporate Ventures (“Corporate Ventures”), a corporate body politic of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe (“Band”), for the purpose of appropriating funds and authorizing expenditures to Corporate Ventures for the operations, and capital and economic development projects of Grand Casino Hinckley and Grand Casino Mille Lacs (“Casinos”) for the period beginning October 1, 2019 and ending September 30, 2020.
Sponsor: District III Representative



Tabled 12/10/2019

d) Revenue Allocation Plan

Pending further discussions. 

· New Business: 
a) Band Assembly Bill 19-02-01-21: A Bill amending the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Child Support Code, currently chaptered within Mille Lacs Band Statutes as Title 8 Chapter 12, to establish more equitable child support orders and to improve procedures of both the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Court of Central Jurisdiction and Child Support Enforcement Program. For purposes of this Bill, underlined text indicates language that has been added to the statute; stricken text indicates language that is intended to be removed and repealed from the statute. Sponsor: District III Representative.  Bill was approved with a waiver of the formal reading. 
b) Resolution 19-02-01-21: A Resolution to Modify Resolution 06-04-148-95 Which Authorized a Land Lease for Residential Purposes to the Mille Lacs Band Housing Department.  Resolution was approved with a waiver of the formal reading.
c) Resolution 19-02-02-21: A Resolution to Cancel Resolution 15-02-163-12 for Mille Lacs Band Member 410B007284 and Mille Lacs Band Member 410B007287.  Resolution was approved with a waiver of the formal reading.
d) Resolution 19-02-03-21: A Resolution Authorizing a Land Lease for Residential Purposes to Mille Lacs Band Member 410B036467.  Resolution was approved with a waiver of the formal reading.
e) Resolution 19-02-04-21: A Resolution Authorizing a Land Lease with Attached Mortgage for Residential Purposes to Mille Lacs Band Member 410B038937.  Resolution was approved with a waiver of the formal reading.
f) Resolution 19-02-05-21: A Resolution Authorizing Submission of the Mille Lacs Band Leasing of Trust Lands Code to the Bureau of Indian Affairs (“BIA”) Central Office, Deputy Bureau Director – Office of Trust Services (“DBD-TS”).  Resolution was tabled.   
g) Resolution 19-02-06-21: A Resolution Approving the Enrollments into the Mille Lacs Band, Mille Lacs Reservation for Those Who Meet the 1/4 Degree Requirement of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe.  Resolution was tabled.  
h) Resolution 19-02-07-21: A Resolution Denying the Enrollments into the Mille Lacs Band, Mille Lacs Reservation for Those Who Do Not Meet the 1/4 Degree Requirement of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe.  Resolution was tabled.  
i) Policy Amendment: Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Housing Department Elder Housing Policy.  Policy amendment was denied.
j) Formal Request dated September 25, 2020 from Joseph S. Nayquonabe, Commissioner of Corporate Affairs to open a FY2020 capital project related to the slot chairs at Grand Casino Hinckley.  Formal request approved.   
k) Formal Request dated September 25, 2020 from Joseph S. Nayquonabe, Commissioner of Corporate Affairs to open a FY2020 capital project related to the kiosk upgrades at Grand Casino Mille Lacs.  Formal request approved.    
l) Formal Request dated September 26, 2020 from Joseph S. Nayquonabe, Commissioner of Corporate Affairs to request an appropriation for the East Lake Convenience Store to replace the fuel dispensers and replace the surrounding islands.  Formal request approved.    
m) Hardship Request: 

District II:

1. D2-02-09-20 Hardship.  Hardship request approved.  
· Letters/Announcements:
a) A memo dated September 28, 2020 from Jamie Edwards requesting $80,000.00, from Government Affairs donation line, to be transferred into the Band’s PAC account to make state political donations.  Transfer approved.  
· Upcoming scheduled meetings/events:  October 14, 2020 10:00 a.m. Sovereign Finance – Executive Session, October 21, 2020 Band Assembly Meeting, and October 28, 2020 Band Assembly Meeting

· Other: None 

Child Protection Subcommittee met for the fourth time.  The subcommittee members had a good discussion on not mimicking state statutes, wellness court, subchapter 8, and guardianships.  Each member was given the opportunity to comment on each item discussed. The members also gave their input on possible solutions and recommendations for each item discussed.     

Thursday, October 8, 2020:  Legislative held a work session for the Band Assembly members, Legal Counsel, Staff Attorney, Legislative Staff, and Chief Executive Legal and Policy Counsel.  Work Session Agenda:  Minutes Review and Revisor of Statutes Review.
The attendees went through Revisor of Statutes Draft line by line.  Questions and comments were made during each section.  Draft changes were made upon agreement of all involved while considerations of other parties affected or may be involved with the revisions. 
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