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I always made it to work.
 
That’s something my dad taught me.  I grew up with five sisters and two brothers, and if we had chores to do around the house, my dad made sure we got them done.  Whether we were sick or not, he had us up and at ’em.  That’s a good lesson we learned, and I can thank him for that.
 
Some of the other things my father taught me were how to trap and hunt – things I could do with him out in the woods.  I was never good at doing things inside, like taking care of the house.  I preferred to be outside.
 
We would go pick berries, and I still do that today.  Whatever I find, I give some to the older Elders who can’t pick berries for themselves anymore.  My son does the same:  if he shoots a deer or catches a fish, he gives it away or shares it.
 
Growing up during the Depression, we were also taught that you should take good care of what you have.  Everything we had, we hung onto because we didn’t know when we would get it again.  We only got one pair of shoes a year.
 
As I said, I was expected to help with chores and other things because that’s part of family life and you had to do it.  We learned discipline that way.
 
My dad was a logger, and we would go and help him.  We were given a quarter at the end of the week, and that was enough.  But he also made sure to take us to the fair.  I never thought we were deprived; we might not have had a lot, but it was enough.  You can’t miss what you don’t have.
 
The kids today expect so much.  I always tell my kids that if someone gives you something, you take care of it and don’t go and wreck it.  If the Band rents you a house, don’t mess it up.
 
I think the Band has been good to us.  It is good to see the progress the Band has made when I look back over 20 years.  We have a community center, clinics, new houses, and paved roads.  The programs the Band has for Elders are good, especially the energy assistance program.  But the best things I’ve gotten in life are those lessons I’ve learned.

[ ——
ahvays made 10 work.

Thats somtng my cad g me. | g g ith v st and
s, and s ha horea 1 o sround i s, Ty 82d mads s
W Gt ham done. Wnethr e Wi Sk o nel. h had s 0 and ¢

‘o That a good sson we samad, and | can hank i o thal.

Som of th aner hings my fatne taught ma wers how  ap and uni
g | co o wih i out i he s 1wt nevr oo ot 6o
g eid, ke taking <ars o house. | peired 10 b ol

st away o shares

rowg up auing he Deprssion, w were o taught it you should
ke gaare o whalyou hav. EVEnNIG e ha we g ol
because we Gt know when we would g5 1 3gan. e ony oot 50 palr
O tnoss ayesr

25 58, 1 was oxpected o hlp i chors and tar ings because
Wt partof iy e an you nad 1 6o . e eamed decpin at

e woukd gosnd hlp . W wee given
a8t and of 0w a9 e enougn, Bt ne i e
S0 10 ek 10 he fi. | never hought s wers deprved we mghtnck
Rave had 3o, bt 3 anugh You cant mis whatyou don hve.

The 60 today expectso much. | avays el my K hal i someons gves
o4 somaing. o ke cr of £ 303 ot 9o and ik . 11 B
o you o, dantmess 105

| v ths B s b good 0 s 1 oo 1 8 e progress the
Band s made when ook back over 20 ycars. We haue & commuriy
Contr, e, e huss, and paved 19565 e programs i Band has




